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ng will lighten your wallet

of a major motion picture: a
stripper, a well-to-do businessman, a betrayal and a quartermillion dollars in cold cash
buried by a tree in a field.
But investigators say it’s real.
An Elyria woman and a Lorain
man are accused of stealing a
toolbox of cash that a Westlake
man had hidden in his basement, then burying the money
in a field in Marietta in southeastern Ohio.
Westlake Police Lt. Ray Arcuri said Renee Hill, 39, and her
accomplice, Anthony Maldonado, 46, were charged with
burglary and aggravated theft.
They were indicted this month
and later pleaded not guilty.
The victim is 62-year-old
Charles Shimola, who owns several apartment buildings, Arcuri
said.
“Because of his business he
79,
had a lot of cashCAVALIERS
which68he
PISTONS
stored in a metal toolbox that he
hid in the basement of his
home,” said Arcuri. “Hill, who is
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Cleveland State finds a president
$250,000
is stolen;
two people
Rise in collisions with planes reported
charged
The provost at Florida International University has agreed to become the next president of Cleveland State University.
Ronald Berkman, who also was
one of three finalists to become
FIU’s president, on Friday ended

the drama and pulled his name out
of consideration for the Florida job.
“I feel at this time that I can
make a greater contribution to
the mission of CSU,” Berkman,
62, said in a written statement.
He would not agree to an interview on Friday. CSU trustees are
expected to vote Sunday to make
Berkman’s hiring official.

Terms of Berkman’s contract
are not known, but it seems
likely that his base salary will
far exceed that of current CSU
President Michael Schwartz,
whose base salary is $308,000.
Berkman makes $334,560 as
the No. 2 official at FIU, which
has 38,000 students.
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Birds compete for air space with an inbound airliner at Cleveland Hopkins International Airport in November 2007.

Total number of strikes since 1990
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The number of reported collisions between airplanes and birds
or other wildlife more than doubled over the last three years at
Cleveland Hopkins International
Airport, according to the Federal
Aviation Administration.
Data released for the first time
Friday also showed such strikes
occurred 15 times more often at

Hopkins in 2008 than in 1990,
though only 13 of the 812 collisions were designated as substantial and none caused
crashes.
Burke Lakefront Airport near
downtown Cleveland and AkronCanton Airport also showed in-
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his is Super Bowl Sunday
for Cleveland Browns fans
— only it happens every
year on a Saturday in late April.
It’s the National Football
League Draft, a day of dreams,
heartbreak, panic and a sense of
impending
d o o m f o r
Browns fans.
“It’s hope
and fear all
rolled into
one,” e-mailed
Terry
Darin Young,
Pluto
of Pitsburg,
Ohio. “Who
will we pick? Will this guy be
good or a bust? Will we miss the
superstar or land the big one?
OOOH, the humanity!!! I’m ex-
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A Cleveland Browns fan during a draft party at Cleveland Browns Stadium in April 2004.

cited and terrified at the same
time.”
Draft day is a time to think that
something good might come from

ing sex offenders a fee to register

that 4-12 season in 2008, when
all the losing might actually help
the Browns win because it yields
a high draft pick. History screams

otherwise, however, as this season is the sixth time in 11 years
the Browns will pick in the top 5.

creases in bird strikes over the
last 19 years, though not as pronounced as at Hopkins.
Richard Dolbeer, a Huronbased expert on bird strikes, believes the increases at Burke and
Hopkins can be largely attributed to better reporting. He
credits U.S. Department of Agriculture wildlife biologists who
monitor bir d populations at
both city-run airports.

