
CAVALIERS 79,
PISTONS 68

SLUGGISH
CAVS GET
LIFT FROM
JOE SMITH
LeBron James scores 11 of his 25
points in the fourth quarter and Joe
Smith has 19 points and 10 rebounds
as the Cavs take a 3-0 series lead.
Game 4 is Sunday. Details in Sports
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NEWS
MINUTE Cleveland State finds a president
METRO

Demjanjuk faking,
prosecutors say
Federal prosecutors file
documents to support
their claims that
89-year-old John
Demjanjuk is healthier
than he appears in family
videos and can be
deported to Germany.
They also say that his
own doctors have never
said he cannot fly.

Details, B1

Ronald M. Berkman
Age: 62

Education: Doctorate in political science from
Princeton, 1977.

Academic experience: Provost at Florida Interna-
tional University in Miami since 2005, FIU execu-
tive dean of health and urban affairs; School of
Public Affairs dean, Baruch College; university dean for academic
affairs and dean for urban affairs, City University of New York.

Family:Married to Patricia Bilbao-Berkman; four adult children.
SOURCE: Florida International University

Provost of Florida university agrees to take job
Janet Okoben
PlainDealerReporter

The provost at Florida Interna-
tional University has agreed to be-
come the next president of Cleve-
land State University.
Ronald Berkman, who also was

one of three finalists to become
FIU’s president, on Friday ended

the drama and pulled his name out
of consideration for the Florida job.
“I feel at this time that I can

make a greater contribution to
the mission of CSU,” Berkman,
62, said in a written statement.
He would not agree to an inter-
view on Friday. CSU trustees are
expected to vote Sunday to make
Berkman’s hiring official.

Terms of Berkman’s contract
are not known, but it seems
likely that his base salary will
far exceed that of current CSU
President Michael Schwartz,
whose base salary is $308,000.
Berkman makes $334,560 as
the No. 2 official at FIU, which
has 38,000 students.

see BERKMAN A6

SPORTS

Twins’ Blackburn
has Tribe’s number
Nick Blackburn, who went
3-0 against the Indians
last year, beats them
again Friday night as
Minnesota posted a 5-1
victory over the Tribe in
Progressive Field.

Details, D1

BIRD STRIKES AT HOPKINS, BURKE AND AKRON-CANTON

Rise in collisions with planes reported

BUSINESS

No action taken
yet on AmTrust
Nearly four months after
the deadline has come
and gone for AmTrust
Bank to dig itself out of a
financial mess or else,
there’s no indication the
Cleveland bank is any
healthier. A Wall Street
Journal story suggests
that AmTrust has pulled
some strings to catch a
break.

Details, C1

JOSHUAGUNTER THEPLAINDEALER

Birds compete for air space with an inbound airliner at ClevelandHopkins International Airport in November 2007.

More-diligent documentation plays a role in increase
ARTS & LIFE

Sweeps period
brings craziness
The calendar says it’s still
April, but television’s May
sweeps period is upon us.
Sound crazy? Sure, but
insanity is supposed to be
a sweeps period’s
defining characteristic.

Details, E1

Henry J. Gomez
PlainDealerReporter

The number of reported colli-
sions between airplanes and birds
or other wildlife more than dou-
bled over the last three years at
Cleveland Hopkins International
Airport, according to the Federal
Aviation Administration.
Data released for the first time

Friday also showed such strikes
occurred 15 times more often at

Hopkins in 2008 than in 1990,
though only 13 of the 812 colli-
sions were designated as sub-
s t an t i a l a nd none c au s ed
crashes.
Burke Lakefront Airport near

downtown Cleveland and Akron-
Canton Airport also showed in-

creases in bird strikes over the
last 19 years, though not as pro-
nounced as at Hopkins.
Richard Dolbeer, a Huron-

based expert on bird strikes, be-
lieves the increases at Burke and
Hopkins can be largely attri-
buted to better reporting. He
credits U.S. Department of Agri-
culture wildlife biologists who
monitor bird populations at
both city-run airports.

see STRIKES A8

cleveland.com/datacentral
Find details about
each collision

WEATHER
Mostly
sunny,
windy
and warm.
High 82, low 56.

FORECAST: B8

NFL DRAFT DAY DAY 1 4 p.m. today, Radio City Music Hall, New York City; TV: ESPN

Hope is No. 1 pick in Cleveland’s Super Bowl
FOLLOW THE DRAFT
WITH THE PLAIN DEALER
AND CLEVELAND.COM
ON CLEVELAND.COM:Get up-
dates, video analysis and com-
mentary from Tony Grossi,
Mary Kay Cabot, Terry Pluto
and Bud Shaw at
cleveland.com/browns

ON TWITTER: Follow
cdotcombrowns to get Mary
Kay and Tony’s latest updates.

IN TODAY’S PAPER: See Tony
Grossi’s mock draft and get fi-
nal draft thoughts from Tony,
Mary Kay and Terry.

IN SUNDAY’S PAPER: Full anal-
ysis of the Browns’ first day and
a look ahead at what the team
may do on Sunday.

T his is Super Bowl Sunday
for Cleveland Browns fans
— only it happens every

year on a Saturday in late April.
It ’s the National Football

League Draft, a day of dreams,
heartbreak, panic and a sense of

i m p e n d i n g
d o o m f o r
Browns fans.
“ I t ’ s h o p e

and f e a r a l l
r o l l e d i n t o
one,” e-mailed
Darin Young,
o f P i t s bu r g ,
O h i o . “Wh o

will we pick? Will this guy be
good or a bust? Will we miss the
superstar or land the big one?
OOOH, the humanity!!! I’m ex-

cited and terrified at the same
time.”
Draft day is a time to think that

something good might come from

that 4-12 season in 2008, when
all the losing might actually help
the Browns win because it yields
a high draft pick. History screams

otherwise, however, as this sea-
son is the sixth time in 11 years
the Browns will pick in the top 5.

see PLUTO A8
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ACleveland Browns fan during a draft party at Cleveland Browns Stadium in April 2004.
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Flying the unfriendly skies over Northeast Ohio
Federal Aviation Administration data shows the number of
bird strikes rising. Better reporting may be a factor.

SOURCE: Federal Aviation Administration
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Cleveland Hopkins International
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Speedy government processing will lighten your wallet
So how much does

it cost to make state
paper-pushers sit up
and do the ir jobs?
Like right away?
At the Ohio secre-

tary of state’s office,
100 bucks.
That’s the fee for a

so-called “expedited”
filing of business pa-
perwork at the office, which
guarantees that your business
paperwork will get processed
within two days. And that’s just
the cheapie level of sanctioned
line cutting on top of the $125
filing fee. If you want the su-
per-duper expedited, it runs
$200. And for $300 you get
state government on Red Bull

— that would be pa-
perwork all taken care
of in four hours or
less.
(For 1 ,000 bucks

you can just throw
your papers out the
car window when you
drive by the State Of-
fice Tower, and it’s in-
s tant ly cert i f ied as

soon as it hits the air.)
This little-known certified

government shakedown came
up this week as House Demo-
crats tucked the rarest of all
precious gems in politics — an
actual good idea — in among
the handouts for hospitals and
nursing homes in their version
of the state budget.

The thought: Why not pick
up the $100 tab to expedite all
the new business filings in Ohio
so that entrepreneurs can get
things rolling as soon as possi-
ble?
It’s plain old good politics —

heavy on the symbolism that
says “we care about new jobs”
without cost ing that much
dough, as Democrats budgeted
only $250,000 for the project.
And it has the bonus of actually
making honest-to-goodness
sense, which isn’t a flower al-
ways in full bloom in the hal-
lowed halls of the legislature.
(Example 5,824,368 of things

lawmakers do that don’t seem
to make sense: House Democrats
cutting $20 million from the

public preschool budget mostly
to help restore funding to child-
care providers. Peter, meet Paul;
one of you is getting robbed.)
Kevin Kidder, a spokesman for

the secretary of state’s office, said
the state had processed about
37,000 business filings over the
past six months, and that when
things get crazy, the paperwork
can pile up and it may take more
than a few days before somebody
gets on it. Hence, the need for
the expedited fee.
“I can tell you that we’ve re-

duced the amount of time it
takes to process the paperwork.
I’m told that it used to take a lot
longer,” Kidder said.
Do you think for an extra 50

bucks he would have given me a

better quote?

Oops, sorry, boss: Another
item dropped this week into
our always bulging Only-in-
State-Government File: House
Democrats were forced this
week to add $640,000 a year to
the line item in the budget that
covers the governor’s office.
It turns out that Gov. Ted

St r i ck land ’ s budget gurus
shorted their own boss when
they gave only $2.3 million a
year to the governor’s office in
their February budget pro-
posal. After chewing it over try-
ing to figure out if they could
make it on the lower number,
Strickland’s office decided it
couldn’t.

The 27 pe rc en t j ump in
spending over what the gover-
nor’s office initially proposed
still ends up 10 percent below
2009 levels. A point that was no
doubt emphasized by whoever
drew the short straw and had to
go tell the governor about this
historic moment in government
budgeting.

Key legislation
There were no votes on major

legislation this week.

Haveaquestionabout state
governmentandpolitics?Ask
PlainDealerStatehouse reporter
AaronMarshall by e-mailinghim
atamarshall@plaind.com.

CONCRETE
from B1

Concrete makes
gains on asphalt
Concrete cost around $50 a

square yard for years, said
Brian Driscoll, chief highway
engineer for Cuyahoga County.
The price of a cubic yard of as-
phalt rose dramatically from
about $70 two years ago to
$160 last year.
The cost of asphalt for paving

went up 17.4 percent between
March 2008 and March of this
year, while concrete increased
4.7 percent during that same
time, according to Bureau of
Labor Statistics producer price
indexes.
As crude oil prices fell from

their peak in July 2008, the
cost of liquid asphalt — the
b i n d i n g ma t e r i a l — a l s o
dropped, said Cliff Ursich, ex-
ecutive director of Flexible
Pavements of Ohio, a state as-
sociation for asphalt manufac-
turers and contractors.
Engineers say both materials

make good roads, but asphalt
was preferred because it cost
less and can be driven on as
soon as it cools. Concrete has to
cure for at least seven days.
Asphalt contractors are not

deterred that bids were also
sought from concrete contrac-
tors for the Lake County proj-
ect because asphalt, in most
cases, is still the best option,
Ursich said.
“Asphalt is more smooth and

more quiet for traffic,” he said.
“When you look at asphalt and
concrete as a road surface, it all
comes down to economics, in-
cluding what kind of perform-
ance you get.” Also, maintain-
ing traffic by opening a road
sooner is a huge issue, Ursich
said.
Asphalt is made from waste

from the converting of crude
oil and petroleum into gaso-
line, kerosene or diesel fuel.
The first asphalt roads were in
New York City in 1872.
Concrete is made from ce-

ment, water and aggregates
such as gravel or limestone.
The nation’s first concrete
street was built in 1881 in
Bellefontaine, Ohio.
Kenneth Caubble, executive

director of the Ohio Ready
Mixed Concrete Association,
which represents concrete pro-
ducers, said asphalt prices are
likely to remain high because
the supply has diminished
since refineries have improved
product ion , and therefore
there is less waste.
“The oil refineries are not in

the business of producing as-
phalt. They want gas, diesel
and other fuels,” he said.
Ursich said the asphalt in-

dustry is becoming more com-
petitive by incorporating more
recycled materials from asphalt
grindings taken off roads into
new asphalt and creating warm
mix asphalt, which uses less en-
ergy.
Caubble said the playing

field has leveled.
“For the first time in quite

some time, we are competitive
on a first-cost basis with as-
phalt,” he said.
Last year, as the price of as-

pha l t r os e , s e v e ra l s ta t e s
sought alternative bids for pav-
ing projects or allowed contrac-

tors to choose the best mater-
ial, said Ken Simonson, chief
economist for the Associated
General Contractors of Amer-

ica, a construction trade group.
Simonson agrees that oil refi-

neries have improved their pro-
cess so there is less liquid as-

p h a l t . H e s a i d c o n c r e t e
shortages occurred in 2004 and
2005 due to the boom in new
housing and commercial con-

struction. But concrete facili-
ties built since then have led to
concrete becoming a legitimate
competitor to asphalt.
“We are seeing cement prices

that are much more level, and I
don’t expect to see the volatility
in concrete prices that you see
in asphalt prices,” he said.
Concrete, despite a higher

cost, is generally the best sur-
face for a new street because it
lasts longer before needing
maintenance, Driscoll said.
“But if we are doing repairs

and resurfacing, we always use
asphalt,” he said. While 12
inches of concrete on a new
s t re e t i s s t rong , concr e te
doesn’t hold up as well as as-
phalt when two or three inches
is needed to resurface a road,
he said. Many older concrete
roads now have asphalt sur-
faces, he said.
Engineers use a formula to

choose pavement mater ia l
based on installation and main-
tenance cost, Driscoll said. It
takes into account the road’s
life cycle, which is how it holds
up under 20 years of traffic and
how much maintenance and re-
habilitation it will need for the
next 15 years, Driscoll said.
Concrete was used when the

Ohio Turnpike Commission
was built in the early 1950s,
and the road has been resur-
faced with asphalt.
Officials are only now look-

ing at having to replace the
concrete base, although a new
third lane along about two-
thirds of the 241-mile toll road
is asphalt. Engineers chose as-
phalt because it had a better
life-cycle cost, said commission
spokeswoman Lauren Hakos.
Concrete’s longevity is clear,

though.
A section of Bellefontaine’s

128-year-old concrete Court
Street, about 40 miles north-
west of Columbus, still remains
and is open to traffic.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
kfarkas@plaind.com, 216-999-5079

$250,000
is stolen;
two people
charged
Michael Sangiacomo
PlainDealerReporter

The story has all the makings
of a major motion picture: a
stripper, a well-to-do business-
man, a betrayal and a quarter-
million dollars in cold cash
buried by a tree in a field.
But investigators say it’s real.

An Elyria woman and a Lorain
man are accused of stealing a
toolbox of cash that a Westlake
man had hidden in his base-
ment, then burying the money
in a field in Marietta in south-
eastern Ohio.
Westlake Police Lt. Ray Ar-

curi said Renee Hill, 39, and her
accomplice, Anthony Maldo-
nado, 46, were charged with
burglary and aggravated theft.
They were indicted this month
and later pleaded not guilty.
The victim is 62-year-old

Charles Shimola, who owns sev-
eral apartment buildings, Arcuri
said.
“Because of his business he

had a lot of cash which he
stored in a metal toolbox that he
hid in the basement of his
home,” said Arcuri. “Hill, who is

a stripper at Bugsy’s in Elyria,
lives in one of his apartments.
She befriended him and learned
where he had hidden the box of
money.”
Hill, Maldonado and their

lawyers could not be reached to
comment on the charges.
Police believe Hill persuaded

Shimola to take her to Chicago
in early February. While they
were gone, Maldonado broke
through the basement window
and stole the money, investiga-
tors said.
Shimola suspected Hill was

involved. He hired a private in-
vestigator, Paul Baeppler of In-
tegrity Security in Cleveland, to
do some digging. The investiga-
tor broke the case, Arcuri said.
“He followed Hill and said

she was flashing hundred-dollar
bills and was spending a lot of
money,” Arcuri said.
Police questioned Hill. She

admitted setting up the burglary
and splitting the money with
Maldonado, Arcuri said.
Maldonado took police to a

field outside the city of Marietta,
almost at the border of West
Virginia, Arcuri said.
“He went to a tree where

there was practically an arrow
marked on it, dug a little bit,
and found the cash,” Arcuri
said. “But there was only
$35,000 cash there and Hill only
had $15,000. The victim said
there was $250,000 in the case.
We think either Hill moved the
money out of state, or she has
been dipping into it all along.”
Arcuri said he told the sus-

pects things would go easier on
them if they turned over the rest
of themoney, but they had not.
Hill and Maldonado are free

on $2,500 bonds. They are
scheduled to appear Wednesday
before Cuyahoga County Com-
mon Pleas Judge Joseph D.
Russo.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
msangiacomo@plaind.com,
216-999-4890
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Al DiDonato, right, and Terry Yuschak of Allega Concrete smooth out Eastland Road, which is being resurfacedwith concrete.

Hill Maldonado

Ohio counties start charging sex offenders a fee to register
Lucas Sullivan
DaytonDailyNews

Dayton — The Montgomery
County Sheriff’s Office soon will
start charging sex offenders when
they register in the county, Sheriff
Phil Plummer said Thursday.
Tier I and Tier II sex offenders

will be charged $25 a year, he said,

and Tier 3 — the most serious of-
fenders — will be charged $100
since they must register four times
a year.
More than 1,500 registered of-

fenders are in the county, and
more than 500 are Tier III, he said.
“They created their problem,

and this shouldn’t be an expense
left to the taxpayer,” Plummer

said.
His office spends $85,000 a year

in postage and registry cards sent
to convicted sex offenders. Four
employees are dedicated to keep-
ing track of registered sex offend-
ers and maintaining the registry
Web site, costing his office another
$300,000 in salary and benefits, he
said.

“It’s an enormous amount of
money when you look at all the
factors,” Plummer said.
A state law passed in January

2008 allows sheriffs to charge fees
to offenders. An offender can be
charged for initial registration, for
registering a new residence and for
address verification.
Plummer said he has talked with

county Prosecutor Mathias Heck
Jr. since the beginning of the year
to work out language for the fee
program.
Butler County Sheriff Richard

Jones said Thursday that he, too,
will start charging sex offenders a
registration fee. Hamilton and
Warren counties have been charg-
ing fees for about a year.
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A new battle to be king of the road

A concrete road will last
longer than an asphalt
surface before needing
repairs.

An asphalt road does
not last as long as a
concrete road before
needing repairs.

Traffic is not allowed on a newly
laid concrete road until it has cured.
This process usually takes a
minimum of several days.

Traffic is allowed on a newly surfaced
asphalt road shortly after it cools
because no curing is necessary.

Concrete

Asphalt

SOURCES: Ohio Department of Transportation, Portland Cement Association JAMES OWENS | THE PLAIN DEALER
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10
inches

Roads built with
concrete or other
materials
*Many concrete roads are
surfaced with asphalt.

First concrete road was built
in Bellefontaine, Ohio. It is
still in use today.

12
inches

As oil prices have increased, so has the cost of producing asphalt. Traditionally it cost less to
pave a road with asphalt compared to concrete, but the two substances now cost about the
same. While asphalt manufacturers say they are improving production and the cost should
decrease in the future, concrete producers say it is more cost-effective to use concrete.

90%*

Aaron
Marshall
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Speedy government processing will lighten your wallet
So how much does

it cost to make state
paper-pushers sit up
and do the ir jobs?
Like right away?
At the Ohio secre-

tary of state’s office,
100 bucks.
That’s the fee for a

so-called “expedited”
filing of business pa-
perwork at the office, which
guarantees that your business
paperwork will get processed
within two days. And that’s just
the cheapie level of sanctioned
line cutting on top of the $125
filing fee. If you want the su-
per-duper expedited, it runs
$200. And for $300 you get
state government on Red Bull

— that would be pa-
perwork all taken care
of in four hours or
less.
(For 1 ,000 bucks

you can just throw
your papers out the
car window when you
drive by the State Of-
fice Tower, and it’s in-
s tant ly cert i f ied as

soon as it hits the air.)
This little-known certified

government shakedown came
up this week as House Demo-
crats tucked the rarest of all
precious gems in politics — an
actual good idea — in among
the handouts for hospitals and
nursing homes in their version
of the state budget.

The thought: Why not pick
up the $100 tab to expedite all
the new business filings in Ohio
so that entrepreneurs can get
things rolling as soon as possi-
ble?
It’s plain old good politics —

heavy on the symbolism that
says “we care about new jobs”
without cost ing that much
dough, as Democrats budgeted
only $250,000 for the project.
And it has the bonus of actually
making honest-to-goodness
sense, which isn’t a flower al-
ways in full bloom in the hal-
lowed halls of the legislature.
(Example 5,824,368 of things

lawmakers do that don’t seem
to make sense: House Democrats
cutting $20 million from the

public preschool budget mostly
to help restore funding to child-
care providers. Peter, meet Paul;
one of you is getting robbed.)
Kevin Kidder, a spokesman for

the secretary of state’s office, said
the state had processed about
37,000 business filings over the
past six months, and that when
things get crazy, the paperwork
can pile up and it may take more
than a few days before somebody
gets on it. Hence, the need for
the expedited fee.
“I can tell you that we’ve re-

duced the amount of time it
takes to process the paperwork.
I’m told that it used to take a lot
longer,” Kidder said.
Do you think for an extra 50

bucks he would have given me a

better quote?

Oops, sorry, boss: Another
item dropped this week into
our always bulging Only-in-
State-Government File: House
Democrats were forced this
week to add $640,000 a year to
the line item in the budget that
covers the governor’s office.
It turns out that Gov. Ted

St r i ck land ’ s budget gurus
shorted their own boss when
they gave only $2.3 million a
year to the governor’s office in
their February budget pro-
posal. After chewing it over try-
ing to figure out if they could
make it on the lower number,
Strickland’s office decided it
couldn’t.

The 27 pe rc en t j ump in
spending over what the gover-
nor’s office initially proposed
still ends up 10 percent below
2009 levels. A point that was no
doubt emphasized by whoever
drew the short straw and had to
go tell the governor about this
historic moment in government
budgeting.

Key legislation
There were no votes on major

legislation this week.

Haveaquestionabout state
governmentandpolitics?Ask
PlainDealerStatehouse reporter
AaronMarshall by e-mailinghim
atamarshall@plaind.com.

CONCRETE
from B1

Concrete makes
gains on asphalt
Concrete cost around $50 a

square yard for years, said
Brian Driscoll, chief highway
engineer for Cuyahoga County.
The price of a cubic yard of as-
phalt rose dramatically from
about $70 two years ago to
$160 last year.
The cost of asphalt for paving

went up 17.4 percent between
March 2008 and March of this
year, while concrete increased
4.7 percent during that same
time, according to Bureau of
Labor Statistics producer price
indexes.
As crude oil prices fell from

their peak in July 2008, the
cost of liquid asphalt — the
b i n d i n g ma t e r i a l — a l s o
dropped, said Cliff Ursich, ex-
ecutive director of Flexible
Pavements of Ohio, a state as-
sociation for asphalt manufac-
turers and contractors.
Engineers say both materials

make good roads, but asphalt
was preferred because it cost
less and can be driven on as
soon as it cools. Concrete has to
cure for at least seven days.
Asphalt contractors are not

deterred that bids were also
sought from concrete contrac-
tors for the Lake County proj-
ect because asphalt, in most
cases, is still the best option,
Ursich said.
“Asphalt is more smooth and

more quiet for traffic,” he said.
“When you look at asphalt and
concrete as a road surface, it all
comes down to economics, in-
cluding what kind of perform-
ance you get.” Also, maintain-
ing traffic by opening a road
sooner is a huge issue, Ursich
said.
Asphalt is made from waste

from the converting of crude
oil and petroleum into gaso-
line, kerosene or diesel fuel.
The first asphalt roads were in
New York City in 1872.
Concrete is made from ce-

ment, water and aggregates
such as gravel or limestone.
The nation’s first concrete
street was built in 1881 in
Bellefontaine, Ohio.
Kenneth Caubble, executive

director of the Ohio Ready
Mixed Concrete Association,
which represents concrete pro-
ducers, said asphalt prices are
likely to remain high because
the supply has diminished
since refineries have improved
product ion , and therefore
there is less waste.
“The oil refineries are not in

the business of producing as-
phalt. They want gas, diesel
and other fuels,” he said.
Ursich said the asphalt in-

dustry is becoming more com-
petitive by incorporating more
recycled materials from asphalt
grindings taken off roads into
new asphalt and creating warm
mix asphalt, which uses less en-
ergy.
Caubble said the playing

field has leveled.
“For the first time in quite

some time, we are competitive
on a first-cost basis with as-
phalt,” he said.
Last year, as the price of as-

pha l t r os e , s e v e ra l s ta t e s
sought alternative bids for pav-
ing projects or allowed contrac-

tors to choose the best mater-
ial, said Ken Simonson, chief
economist for the Associated
General Contractors of Amer-

ica, a construction trade group.
Simonson agrees that oil refi-

neries have improved their pro-
cess so there is less liquid as-

p h a l t . H e s a i d c o n c r e t e
shortages occurred in 2004 and
2005 due to the boom in new
housing and commercial con-

struction. But concrete facili-
ties built since then have led to
concrete becoming a legitimate
competitor to asphalt.
“We are seeing cement prices

that are much more level, and I
don’t expect to see the volatility
in concrete prices that you see
in asphalt prices,” he said.
Concrete, despite a higher

cost, is generally the best sur-
face for a new street because it
lasts longer before needing
maintenance, Driscoll said.
“But if we are doing repairs

and resurfacing, we always use
asphalt,” he said. While 12
inches of concrete on a new
s t re e t i s s t rong , concr e te
doesn’t hold up as well as as-
phalt when two or three inches
is needed to resurface a road,
he said. Many older concrete
roads now have asphalt sur-
faces, he said.
Engineers use a formula to

choose pavement mater ia l
based on installation and main-
tenance cost, Driscoll said. It
takes into account the road’s
life cycle, which is how it holds
up under 20 years of traffic and
how much maintenance and re-
habilitation it will need for the
next 15 years, Driscoll said.
Concrete was used when the

Ohio Turnpike Commission
was built in the early 1950s,
and the road has been resur-
faced with asphalt.
Officials are only now look-

ing at having to replace the
concrete base, although a new
third lane along about two-
thirds of the 241-mile toll road
is asphalt. Engineers chose as-
phalt because it had a better
life-cycle cost, said commission
spokeswoman Lauren Hakos.
Concrete’s longevity is clear,

though.
A section of Bellefontaine’s

128-year-old concrete Court
Street, about 40 miles north-
west of Columbus, still remains
and is open to traffic.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
kfarkas@plaind.com, 216-999-5079

$250,000
is stolen;
two people
charged
Michael Sangiacomo
PlainDealerReporter

The story has all the makings
of a major motion picture: a
stripper, a well-to-do business-
man, a betrayal and a quarter-
million dollars in cold cash
buried by a tree in a field.
But investigators say it’s real.

An Elyria woman and a Lorain
man are accused of stealing a
toolbox of cash that a Westlake
man had hidden in his base-
ment, then burying the money
in a field in Marietta in south-
eastern Ohio.
Westlake Police Lt. Ray Ar-

curi said Renee Hill, 39, and her
accomplice, Anthony Maldo-
nado, 46, were charged with
burglary and aggravated theft.
They were indicted this month
and later pleaded not guilty.
The victim is 62-year-old

Charles Shimola, who owns sev-
eral apartment buildings, Arcuri
said.
“Because of his business he

had a lot of cash which he
stored in a metal toolbox that he
hid in the basement of his
home,” said Arcuri. “Hill, who is

a stripper at Bugsy’s in Elyria,
lives in one of his apartments.
She befriended him and learned
where he had hidden the box of
money.”
Hill, Maldonado and their

lawyers could not be reached to
comment on the charges.
Police believe Hill persuaded

Shimola to take her to Chicago
in early February. While they
were gone, Maldonado broke
through the basement window
and stole the money, investiga-
tors said.
Shimola suspected Hill was

involved. He hired a private in-
vestigator, Paul Baeppler of In-
tegrity Security in Cleveland, to
do some digging. The investiga-
tor broke the case, Arcuri said.
“He followed Hill and said

she was flashing hundred-dollar
bills and was spending a lot of
money,” Arcuri said.
Police questioned Hill. She

admitted setting up the burglary
and splitting the money with
Maldonado, Arcuri said.
Maldonado took police to a

field outside the city of Marietta,
almost at the border of West
Virginia, Arcuri said.
“He went to a tree where

there was practically an arrow
marked on it, dug a little bit,
and found the cash,” Arcuri
said. “But there was only
$35,000 cash there and Hill only
had $15,000. The victim said
there was $250,000 in the case.
We think either Hill moved the
money out of state, or she has
been dipping into it all along.”
Arcuri said he told the sus-

pects things would go easier on
them if they turned over the rest
of themoney, but they had not.
Hill and Maldonado are free

on $2,500 bonds. They are
scheduled to appear Wednesday
before Cuyahoga County Com-
mon Pleas Judge Joseph D.
Russo.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
msangiacomo@plaind.com,
216-999-4890
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Al DiDonato, right, and Terry Yuschak of Allega Concrete smooth out Eastland Road, which is being resurfacedwith concrete.

Hill Maldonado

Ohio counties start charging sex offenders a fee to register
Lucas Sullivan
DaytonDailyNews

Dayton — The Montgomery
County Sheriff’s Office soon will
start charging sex offenders when
they register in the county, Sheriff
Phil Plummer said Thursday.
Tier I and Tier II sex offenders

will be charged $25 a year, he said,

and Tier 3 — the most serious of-
fenders — will be charged $100
since they must register four times
a year.
More than 1,500 registered of-

fenders are in the county, and
more than 500 are Tier III, he said.
“They created their problem,

and this shouldn’t be an expense
left to the taxpayer,” Plummer

said.
His office spends $85,000 a year

in postage and registry cards sent
to convicted sex offenders. Four
employees are dedicated to keep-
ing track of registered sex offend-
ers and maintaining the registry
Web site, costing his office another
$300,000 in salary and benefits, he
said.

“It’s an enormous amount of
money when you look at all the
factors,” Plummer said.
A state law passed in January

2008 allows sheriffs to charge fees
to offenders. An offender can be
charged for initial registration, for
registering a new residence and for
address verification.
Plummer said he has talked with

county Prosecutor Mathias Heck
Jr. since the beginning of the year
to work out language for the fee
program.
Butler County Sheriff Richard

Jones said Thursday that he, too,
will start charging sex offenders a
registration fee. Hamilton and
Warren counties have been charg-
ing fees for about a year.
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A new battle to be king of the road

A concrete road will last
longer than an asphalt
surface before needing
repairs.

An asphalt road does
not last as long as a
concrete road before
needing repairs.

Traffic is not allowed on a newly
laid concrete road until it has cured.
This process usually takes a
minimum of several days.

Traffic is allowed on a newly surfaced
asphalt road shortly after it cools
because no curing is necessary.
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Asphalt
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Roads built with
concrete or other
materials
*Many concrete roads are
surfaced with asphalt.

First concrete road was built
in Bellefontaine, Ohio. It is
still in use today.

12
inches

As oil prices have increased, so has the cost of producing asphalt. Traditionally it cost less to
pave a road with asphalt compared to concrete, but the two substances now cost about the
same. While asphalt manufacturers say they are improving production and the cost should
decrease in the future, concrete producers say it is more cost-effective to use concrete.
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